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L lliis intematioiial preliminary examinatLon report has been prepared by this International Fteliminary 
^^^™nining Anthoxity and is transmittpd Ao the i^plicant according to Article 3& 

a This BEFORT oonsiste of a total of f sheels. 

I I ^Ihis report is alBoaaxnnpaaied by ANNEXES, i^ aheels of the descr^tion, claims and>br drawing which have 
been amendwi and are the basis for this report andAsr sheets containing rectifications made bef oie this Authoritv. 
(see Role 7ai6 and Section 607 ofj^m Administatlve B»lnictions under the FCn^ 

These annexes consist of a total of C-^ heeta, 



a This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
l^rlority 

Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventiye step or indnstrial ^plicabUity 
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' Article 36(8) with regard to novelly, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
cttations and explanations si^pporting such statement 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/08079 



L Buifl ftte report 



1. ^^regvdtDtliei 



|x| the international application as originally filed 
j"^ the description: 

naorea 1-52 



pages . 
pages ^ 
pages. 



NONE 



NONE 



_ , as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



I xl the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



53-56 



NONE 



NONE 



NONE 



. , as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
— , filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I x| the drawings: 



pages 
pages 
pages. 



1-15 



NONE 



NONE 



• as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



I X| the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



, filed with the letter of . 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



» filed with the letter of . 



2. With regard to ibc i a ng uag p , all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Aufeority in the language in w^ch 
Ihc international api^ication was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
i I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

\ I ^ lan guagp of the tcsnalatiQn fiimished for ttie puiposes of international preliminary examination (und^ Rules 55 2 arxl/ 
or 553). 

3. With regard to ariy nucleotide and/or amino acid sequmce disclosed in the international application, the international 
pre liminar y examination was carried oiit on the basis of the sequence listin g - 

contained in the international application in printed form. 
fx] filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I i furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statemcnit that the subsequently furnished written sequence Usting does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
mtemational apphcation as filed has been furnished. 

I I 2^^^^^^^ ^ inforawtion recorded in con^xiter readable fonn is identical to the wiiten sequence Usting has 

4 r>c| The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Lid the description, pages NONE 

the claims, Nos. NONE 

I x| the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 



This report has been drawn as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the St^>plemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
RepkicemeFU sheets which have beenJUrmshed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
irS^'^fSf'^' ^ '^^S^^fi^' ond are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 



and 70A7y 

**/inv replacemera sh eet containing such amendments must be referred to under Uem 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTBRKAHONAIi PKEUMINABY EiXAMINATION KEPOBT 



International application No. 
PCT/US99/08079 



IV. Lack fnnity finventioii 

L In TespoBse to (lie invitation to ratrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the clalnis. 
[x\ paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest 
|~| neither restricted nor paid additional f eea. 

a rn This Anttiority fonnd that the rBqnirement of unity of invention is not amqplied with mA rfinaA, ^u^^i^ft t»»i1o 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



sai. 



a rttis Aniliority amsideD fiiat flie leqiiirament of unity of invention in aooordanoe wUh Boks lai, laS and laS 
I I coinpHfld willi. 

[x1 not con^lied wifli for the following leuom: 

This application contains the following^ inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be searched, the appropriate additional search fees 
must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s)l-12 and «S, drawn to a method of detection of metastatic potential. 

Group II. claim(8) 15-««, and «4.«9 drawn to a product, flt^, a process of making and process of using to treat, inhibit, or 
prevent secondary metastasis. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule is.l because, under 
PCT Rule IS.a, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

The inventions in group I are drawn to a method of detecting the expression of flt-4 and subsequent determination of the 
metastatic potential of a cell. 

The inventions in group II are drawn to inhibition of flt-4 for the purpose of treating, inhibiting, or preventing secondary 
metastasis. 

The detection of nt-4 and the inhibition of flt-t are distinctly different processes, having different reactants, method steps, 
and outcomes and therefor do not share a specific technical feature. 



4. CJonaeqnently, thefollovyingpartsof the international appUcation were the subject 
in establishing this report 

flcl all parts. 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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INTBBNATIONAIi PBEUMINARY BXAMINATION REPOBT 



International application No. 

PCT/US99/08079 



V. Remson d stetemmt and r Article 35(2) with regard t nov Ity, inv ntiv tt p or induttrifti applicability; 
citatieni and xplanatjoni rapporting such stat m nt 



1. statement 

Novally (N> 



NONE 



IimntiTe Step (IB) 



Industrial i^licability (lA) 



C3aims i-ge 



Claims NONE 



CSaims t-^o 



COaims NONE 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



8. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



aaims l-«9 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article S3(«H*X because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest the 
correlation between nt-4 detection and the metastatic potentisl or occupance of metastasis in prostatic carcinoma, or the 
corresponding treatments, compositions, or screening methods. 



NEW aXATIONS 



NONE 
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